Addendumto Firing Cose Artillery Support
By Jerry Granberg

The war story regardi ng the pinned down patrol in Canbodia which
wote had a nenber of the rescue mssion receive the Medal of Honor for
his role in that mssion. W wife gave ne a book for Christmas titled
"Ordinary Heroes, A Tribute to Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients”
by Tinothy Wallis. This is the citation for Louis R Rocco from page
155 of the above book.

Rank and organi zati on

Warrant Officer (then Sergeant First Class), U S Arny, Advisory
Team 162, U.S. MIlitary Assistance Comrand.

Pl ace and Dat e:

Nort heast of Katum Republic of Vietnam 24 May 1970.

Entered Service at:

Los Angeles, Calif.

Bor n:

19 Novenber 1938

Al buquer que, N. Mex.

Citation:

WO Rocco di stingui shed hinmsel f when he volunteered to acconpany a
Medi cal evacuation team on an urgent mission to evacuate 8 critically
Wounded Arny of the Republic of Vietnam personnel. As the helicopter
approached the I anding zone, it became the target for intense eneny
aut omati ¢ weapons fire. Disregarding his own safety, W Rocco
identified and pl aced accurate suppressive fire on the enemnmy positions
as the aircraft descended toward the |anding zone. Sustaining najor
damage fromthe eneny fire, the aircraft was forced to crash | and,
causi ng WO Rocco to sustain a fractured wist and hip and severely
brui sed back. Ignoring his injuries, he extracted the survivors from
t he burni ng wreckage, sustaining burns to his own body. Despite intense
eneny fire, WD Rocco carried each unconsci ous nman across approxi mately
20 neters of exposed terrain to the Arny O the Republic Vietnam
perimeter. On each trip, his severely burned hands and broken wi st
caused excruciating pain, but the |lives of the unconscious crash
survivors were nmore inmportant than his personal disconfort, and he
continued his rescue efforts. Once inside the friendly position, WO
Rocco hel ped adm nister first aid to his wounded conrades until his
wounds and burns caused himto coll apse and | ose consci ousness. His
bravery under fire and intense devotion to duty were directly
responsi ble for saving 3 of his fellow soldiers fromcertain death. H s
unparal l el ed bravery in the face of eneny fire, his conplete disregard
for his own pain and injuries, and his performance were far above and
beyond the call of duty and were in keeping with the highest traditions
of self-sacrifice and courage of the mlitary service.
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