
The 11th bi-annual reunion of the 2/32nd Proud Americans was held May 17-21, 2017 at the Embassy Suites, 

Williamsburg, Virginia. Approximately 76 veterans, family members and friends attended. 

The 2017 reunion was planned and overseen by Jerry Granberg, with assistance from Truman King and Dave Thomas. 

The Embassy Suites hotel provided a great setting for our reunion; each evening saw a Manager’s Reception in the 

spacious lobby with an open bar and appetizers which gave us time to mingle and catch up. We had a great start to each 

day with a breakfast buffet or cooked-to-order items.  

The festivities began on Thursday with a bus trip to Richmond VA, the capitol of the Confederate States of America.  We 

visited the Museum of the Confederacy, and then had a guided tour of the Confederate White House, located next door 

to the Museum. The White House was also the residence of President Jefferson Davis during the war, and the guide gave 

an excellent history of events that occurred, room by room. The contents of the Confederate White House were sold 

after the war, but many have been recovered and the house is furnished with original pieces or accurate reproductions. 

Friday saw us visiting Fort Monroe, located near Yorktown, which was where Jefferson Davis was imprisoned after the 

Civil War ended.  

Saturday morning we took a memorable trip to Colonial Williamsburg, which was a short distance from the hotel. We 

enjoyed the Welcome Center film, and then took a guided tour down the main street. We learned many interesting facts 

about very early America, and saw the room that Thomas Jefferson rented while studying law, among other historical 

sites. Every Saturday a Fyffe and Drum Parade is held, and we were lucky enough to be there during it; we saw 

approximately 15 bands from across the country, some large, some small, in beautiful period costumes.  

Our reunion banquet was the highlight of Saturday evening; Embassy Suites catered a scrumptious and sumptuous 

buffet in the hotel restaurant.  The banquet began with an invocation given by Doc Walling, followed by opening 

remarks and welcome by Colonel Hayden and a prayer by Lonzie Bettis.  For dessert we were surprised by a large cake 

decorated with an American flag that was sent with the compliments of Ralph Jones, a key organizer of our Proud 

Americans veterans group.   

After dinner we had open floor with remarks by attendees and some updates on members that were unable to attend. A 

special moment was provided by first-timer Rod Napier. Rod stated that he was unaware of our group until recently, 

when his wife discovered the Proud American website and he learned of the reunion, and made plans to attend. He then 

performed a song that he composed about his experiences in Vietnam and his return to the States, with accompaniment 

by Jim Owens. It surely struck a chord with every Proud American in the room! 

Doc Walling, performed the duties of auctioneer for our charity auction. Many items were donated and members thank 

those who donated items, and also the bidders for their generous support of our activities. 

Closing remarks were given by Jerry Granberg, and we discussed possible dates and places for our next reunion in 2019.  

Charleston SC appeared to be the strongest contender, having many sites  of military interest including the USS 

Yorktown, Ft. Sumter, and a new Vietnam ‘basecamp’ exhibit at Patriots Point, which is historically accurate, including a 

helicopter pad with helicopter, ‘swift boat’, mess tent, MASH unit, etc.  Of course Charleston is one of the top tourist 

destinations in the USA with the historic downtown area, exceptional dining and shopping, and many nearby attractions 

like Boone Hall and Magnolia Plantations. Watch the website for updates. 

Thank you to Jerry, Truman and Dave for their hard work in planning and hosting the 2017 Proud Americans Reunion. 

Thank you to all attendees, for expending the time, effort and finances to reunite with your brothers, and for your 

fellowship and service. Hope to see everyone in 2019. 


